- mentally handicapped has largely
consisted of protection i.e. the 'eternal
child' cocooned by the ‘eternal parent’.
The only legal yardstick was for the
professional to act in good faith
according to current ideals. The goal of
self -determination for the client is a
modern development which raises complex
dilemmas of conflicting ‘'rights'.

The process of letting go of the
mentally handicapped adolescent and the
acknowledgement of his adulthood albeit
incomplete. is peculiarly  difficult when
complicated by cognitive deficits and
incapacity to plan long term. Yet
paternalism rather than parenting may be
protecting him from those very
experiences from which he can learn those
personal strengths inherent in successful
adulthood.

(St4)
Laboratory,

Brain and
University of

Susan Blackmore
Perception
Bristol

ACCOUNTING
EXPERIENCES

FOR OUT-OF-BODY

The out-of-body experience (OBE) is
defined as an experience in which a
person seems to perceive the world from a
location outside his physical body. It
has long been studied by parapsycologists
but often dismissed by others as hallu-
cination or imagination. Reasons for
giving it serious study are (1) it is
common, about 15 per cent of people repor
one; (2)it can profoundly affect people's

beliefs; (3) accounts are remarkably
consistent.
It is argued that parapsychological

theories are weak and that it is better
to view the OBE as the natural result of
the cognitive system trying to maintain a
workable 'model of reality' when sensory
input is inadequate.

Susan Blackmore and Tom Troscianko Brain
and Perception Laboratory, University of
Bristol

A BABY OPERATED TAPE PLAYER

Commercially available tapes and other
devices produce sounds supposed to send
babies to sleep, but it is not known
whether babies would choose to listen to

4

them for long periods.

A device was developed which allows a
baby to listen to either of two tapes for
any length of time by pulling handles
suspended in the cot. Experiments with a

~baby from age four months showed that she

would play various tapes for long periods
and could express consistent preferences
between tapes.

The device allows for many experiments
on auditory preferences in infants. Its
possible role in learning and in
comforting babies during the night is
discussed.

M Boekaerts (S10) University of Nijmegen,
The Netherlands ‘

TELIC DOMINANCE AND CLASSROOM
LEARNING

A children's form of the Telic Dominance
Scale constructed by the author -was
administered to children in the classroom

in Belgium and the Netherlands. The
results are discussed with particular
reference to differences between the

scores of the Belgian and Dutch children,
and the light this throws on educational
practice in the two countries.

Geoffrey Brown (SI12) University of East
Anglia

METACOGNITION: NEW INSIGHTS ON OLD
PROBLE MS?

Of recent years few works on the
development of cognitive processes in the
child have been without at least one
chapter on metacognition.One influential
volume, addressed to the question
'Children's thinking: what develops?'
concluded that the answer was primarily
to be found in increasing metacognitive
skill - the ability to monitor and
reflect upon one's cognitive processes.

Examination of the literature, in which
seminal articles are few, suggests that
the concept is not only confused and
confusing, but prone to very similar
criticisms as theories of its putative
precursor, cognition.

Siegler, R (ed.) (1978).  Children's
Thinking: What Develops. Hillsdale, N3J:
LEA.
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